
u
n
d
e
r
s
t
a
n
d
i
n
g
 

both 
of 

author 
and 

subject. 
His 

observation 

about 
the 

difference 
between 

Aladdin’s 
L
a
m
p
 

and 
m
o
d
e
r
n
 

sf 
is 

strikingly 
original. 

: 

* 
* 

* 
* 

For 
the 

benefit 
of 

m
e
m
b
e
r
s
 

w
h
o
 

m
a
y
 

have 
missed 

s
o
m
e
 

Club 
choices 

we 
print 

a 
list 

of 
all 

books 
issued 

so 
far. 

Copies 

of 
all 

these 
are 

still 
available, 

though 
stocks 

of 
some 

are 
low 

now. 
Send 

your 
order, 

with 
cash 

plus 
postage, 

to 
S
F
B
C
,
 

D
u
n
h
a
m
s
 

Lane, 
Letchworth, 

Herts. 

O
D
D
 
J
O
H
N
 

A 
Story 

between 
Jest 

and 
Earnest 

By 
O
L
A
F
 
S
T
A
P
L
E
D
O
N
 

(First 
published 

by 
Methuen, 

S
F
B
C
 

6/-) 

Michael 
Harrison 

writes: 

O
d
d
 
John 

was 
first 

published 
nearly 

twenty 
years 

ago, 
at 

a 

point 
in 

time 
roughly 

m
i
d
-
w
a
y
 

between 
Wells's 

revised 

version 
of 

The 
Sleeper 

W
a
k
e
s
 

and 
Ray 

Bradbury’s 
The 

Silver 

L
o
c
u
s
t
s
—
t
w
o
 

works 
which 

may 
justly 

be 
said 

to 
mark 

the 

temporal 
b
o
u
n
d
a
r
i
e
s
 

of 
what 

is 
called 

“
m
o
d
e
r
n
”
 

science- 

fiction. 
A
n
d
 

it 
is 

instructive 
to 

see, 
in 

O
d
d
 
John, 

that 
fore- 

s
h
a
d
o
w
i
n
g
 

of 
the 

fantasy-clement 
that 

earlier 
“science- 

fictioneers” 
thought 

proper 
to 

exclude 
from 

their 
works. 

The 
tendency, 

in 
the 

science-fiction 
of 

to-day, 
is 

to 
go 

back, 
even 

b
e
y
o
n
d
 

the 
Gothick 

of 
the 

late 
XVIIIth 

and 
early 

X
I
X
t
h
 

centuries, 
to 

the 
fairy-tale, 

in 
which 

a 
special 

frame- 

work 
of 

circumstance, 
necessary 

to 
the 

d
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t
 

of 
the 

plot, 
is 

presented 
to 

the 
reader 

as 
axiomatic. 

The 
basic 

difference 
b
e
t
w
e
e
n
 

the 
fantasy 

of, 
say, 

Aladdin 
and 

The 
First 

M
e
n
 

on 
the 

M
o
o
n
,
 

is 
that 

there 
is 

no 
“scientific” 

explanation 

of 
the 

L
a
m
p
,
 

but 
there 

is 
a 

“scientific” 
explanation 

of 
the 

sphere 
by 

w
h
i
c
h
 
C
a
v
o
r
 

and 
Bedford 

reach 
the 

M
o
o
n
.
 

Thus, 
for 

all 
that, 

in 
style, 

and 
in 

the 
sentiments 

and 

prejudices 
which 

are 
reficcted 

in 
that 

style, 
Stapledon 

reminds 

2 

The 
next 

choice 

T
H
E
 
D
E
M
O
L
I
S
H
E
D
 

M
A
N
 

by 
A
L
F
R
E
D
 

B
E
S
T
E
R
 

(Sidgwick 
& 

Jackson 
9/6; 

S
F
B
C
 

6/-) 

C
O
R
R
E
S
P
O
N
D
E
N
C
E
 

All 
remittances, 

enquiries 
regarding 

accounts 
and 

delivery 
of 

books 
and 

notices 
of 

changes 
of 

address 
should 

be 
addressed 

to 
S
F
B
C
 

A
c
c
o
u
n
t
s
 

D
e
p
a
r
t
m
e
n
t
,
 

D
u
n
h
a
m
s
 

Lane, 
Letch- 

worth, 
Herts. 

A
l
w
a
y
s
 

quote 
your 

m
e
m
b
e
r
s
h
i
p
 

n
u
m
b
e
r
.
 

D
E
T
A
I
L
 

“The 
Science 

Fiction 
Book 

Club” 
is 

a 
registered 

business 
n
a
m
e
 

(proprietors: 
S
i
d
g
w
i
c
k
 

and 
Jackson, 

Ltd.). 

Selection 
Committee: 

Arthur 
C. 

Clarke; 
Dr. 

J. 
G. 

Porter; 
E. 

J. 
Carnell. 

Science 
Fiction 

N
e
w
s
 

is 
edited 

by 
Herbert 

Jones 
and 

published 

by 
the 

Science 
Fiction 

B
o
o
k
 

Club 
for 

distribution 
to 

its 

members. 

Accounts 
and 

Distribution: 
D
u
n
h
a
m
s
 

Lane, 
Letchworth, 

Herts. 

M
e
m
b
e
r
s
h
i
p
 

of 
The 

Science 
Fiction 

B
o
o
k
 

Club 
can 

be 
arranged 

at 
any 

bookshop. 
— 
E
n
r
o
l
m
e
n
t
 

F
o
r
m
s
 

obtainable 
from: 

1 
Tavistock 

C
h
a
m
b
e
r
s
,
 
B
l
o
o
m
s
b
u
r
y
 

Way, 
London, 

W.C.1. 


